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Luke 12:11, Acts 22:1; 24:10; 25:8,16; 26:1,2,24; Phil 1:7; 17 —> 1 Peter 3:15
The clarification and defense of the total system of Christianity as a world-view.
This may be with reference to general attacks against the total system, or with
reference to specific attacks against a particular aspect of the system.

Historical, scientific or logical facts, discoveries and proofs, which are said to support
the validity of the Bible specifically and Christianity in general.

Introduction to Apologetics

1A. Definitions / Terminology

1B. Apology / apologia

1C. In the Greek

2C. Usage in the New Testament

2B. Apologetics (in general)

3B. Christian apologetics

4B. Christian evidences

2A. Typical questions / topics addressed by apologetics
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No God exists anywhere. The universe is all there is or ever will be. Matter / energy
is eternal and self-sustaining. (Karl Marx, Freidrich Nietzsche, Jean-Paul Sartre)

There are many finite gods in the universe. These gods are active in the affairs of
men. (Ancient Greeks, modern Mormons)

3A. The task and purpose of apologetics

1B. The task

2B. The purpose

 

4A. Why should we be concerned with apologetics?

5A. Seven philosophical / theological systems (world-views)

1B. Atheism (1)

2B. Polytheism (2)
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God is in the universe as a mind is in a body. The physical universe is
God’s “body.”
(A.N. Whitehead, Charles Hartshorne, Schubert Ogden)

A finite God is beyond and in the universe. He has
limitations in his nature and his power. John Stuart
Mill, William James, Peter A. Bertocci

God is the universe. The Creator and the Creation are one reality.
God is the universe and the universe is God. There is only one
reality not more than one. There is no distinction between the
physical and the spiritual. (Hinduism, Zen Buddhism, Christian

God is beyond the universe but not in it.  Deism is like biblical theism, but
without the miracles. God is over the universe, but not supernaturally
active in the world. Naturalistic world-view, but maintains there must have
been an original creator. (Voltaire, Thomas Jefferson, and Thomas Paine)

An infinite God is beyond and in the universe. The total of reality is not
just the physical universe. There is an infinite, personal God who created
it and sustains it and who interacts in the creation in a supernatural way.

Theoretical agnostic: One who says it is impossible to obtain real knowledge about
anything, especially God, and really doesn’t care to know whether he is right
Practical agnostic: One who says that he personally doesn’t know if there is a God,
but is open to hearing more

The theory that reason is the source of truth, apart from perception by the
senses

Perception of truth without the conscioususe of reason.
Example: The existence of God imprinted on man’s nature

3B. Monotheism

1C. Systems in which God is finite / limited

1D. Panentheism (3)

2D. Finite-Godism (4)

2C. Systems in which God is infinite / unlimited

1D. Pantheism (5)

2D. Deism (6)

3D. Biblical theism (7)

4B. Agnosticism (8-?)

6A. Epistemology: Sources of knowledge and the process of knowing

1B. Reason and rationalism

2B. Evidences and empiricism
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Knowledge concerning the existence of God and His nature through
observing the creation (nature)

Knowledge that is given directly by God to man in some form. This may be by
direct sight or hearing, or through an intermediate source, i.e. verbal
prophecy or inspired writing

Direct knowledge receivedfrom God by the human spirit, apart from
empirical experience or propositional revelation - (Gnosticism) Such
knowledge is difficult, if not impossible to communicate to others

3B. Revelation and fideism

1C. General revelation

2C. Special revelation

4B. Intuition

5B. Mysticism


